
Year 2 Workshop

Supporting Your Child At Home



Phonics
● Phonics is the foundation of reading and spelling.
● It teaches children the graphemes (written letters) and the phonemes 

(sounds) associated with them 
● Correct pronunciation of sounds: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XUCUhHUDZIY
● http://more.starfall.com/?  - begin at level 2. 

Strategies used in school to improve phonics: 

Geraldine the giraffe                              Phonics play

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XUCUhHUDZIY
http://more.starfall.com/


Phonics 
Flash cards/sound mats as well as tricky word mats - 
http://www.sparklebox.co.uk/literacy/alphabet/flash-cards.html#.W87ecFUzb
IU You can go onto sparklebox website and download/print phase 3 and 5 
flash cards/mats and high frquency words and tricky words.

http://www.sparklebox.co.uk/literacy/alphabet/flash-cards.html#.W87ecFUzbIU
http://www.sparklebox.co.uk/literacy/alphabet/flash-cards.html#.W87ecFUzbIU


Reading
● Sit in a quiet place when reading with your child, away from the TV.
● Read with your child for 10-15 minutes every day.
● If your child is stuck on a word, wait a few seconds to give them a chance to 

think; either get them to sound out the phonemes or have them read the 
sentence again and think what word would make sense. 

● It is important to build fluency and expression when reading. 
● Ask your child to identify high frequency or tricky words and implement it in 

another sentence (this will show further understanding of the word). 
● Reflect on what your child has read by asking them questions.  The main focus 

in Year 2 is comprehension, the children understanding what they have read. 
We build comprehension skills by focusing on the PRIVS questions (show 
flipchart).

● Link the story to events in their own life, other books they have read, films they 
have seen etc.

● Try to read a storybook to your child every day to increase their vocab and to 
also increase their love of books/reading.



Reading
There will be a sheet in the back on the 
‘reading is fun book’ of reading activities 
that the children will be completing 
every time they recieve a new book or 
once a week (depending on the 
teacher).

E.G. the comment may say ‘complete 
activity 3 by tomorrow’ and your child 
will complete the activity on a separate 
piece of paper and bring it in the next 
day. This may change depending on the 
teacher.



Writing in Year two 

What types of writing they do…

Poetry Traditional tales

Stories in a 
familiar setting

Instructions Descriptions

Information 
reports

Recounts



How writing progresses

Can the child say what 
they want to write? 

First…



Simple sentences

The dog barked.

Capital letters Full stops

Finger spaces



Adding detail - Adjectives

The dog barked.The small dog barked.

Adjectives

Not forgetting the basics! 



Conjunctions

The small dog barked because he was hungry.

joining conjunction

To begin with…

and because

Always checking the basics! 



Time conjunctions
We also teach the children to use time conjunctions

First Then Next

After that Finally

These can be used in lots of different types of 
writing. 



Up-levelling 
Once the children are confident using conjunctions, can they vary 
them?

The small dog barked because he was hungry. 

When the small dog was hungry, 
he started to bark. 

Can they use these conjunctions?

when but so if that



Up-levelling words 

When the small dog was hungry, he started to 
bark. 

Looking at the sentences, can we make them even better? 

When the tiny, fluffy dog was hungry, he started
to bark loudly. 

adjectives adverbs



Sentence openers

When the tiny, fluffy dog was hungry, he started to 
bark loudly. 
When his owner heard him, he jumped out his skin. 

When he jumped, his drink spilled everywhere. 

Checking our sentences don’t start the same way

However, when his owner heard him, he jumped 
out of his skin. 
Suddenly he jumped and his hot drink spilled 
everywhere!



Presentation 
Encouraged and taught, but not assessed 



Editing work

Self-editing
Capital letters and full stops

Detail? For example, adjectives
Does it make sense? Can it be improved?

Are they spelling known 
words correctly? 

High frequency words

Phases 3,4 and 5 in phonics



Maths





Maths
















